
 
 

Key Facts on Early Childhood Education  
 
 To qualify for subsidized care in New York City, a family of two must be under 275% of the federal 

poverty level, a family of three must be under 255% of poverty, and a family of four or more must 
be under 225% of poverty.1  

 Early care programs administered by New York City’s Administration for Children’s Services 
(including group child care, family child care, family, friend and neighbor care, and Head Start) 
have the capacity to serve 93,295 children, representing only 27% of potentially eligible children.2 

 Of the 209,165 children ages 0-6 in New York City engaged in an early care program in 2006, 
15.1% were in ACS contracted child care, 16.0% were using ACS vouchers, 12.2% were in Head 
Start, 9.9% were in a public school-based Universal Pre-Kindergarten (UPK) program, 13.1% 
were in a community-based UPK program, 1.2% were in CUNY child care, 0.3% were in a Living 
for the Young Children through Education (LYFE) program, and 32.1% were in private child care.3 

 There is a shortage of subsidized care for infants and toddlers.  Four-year-old children in New 
York City are nearly ten times more likely to receive subsidized early care and education services 
than one-year-olds.4 

 As of 2006, 140 child care programs had achieved accreditation.5  Since 2002, Quality New York, 
a collaboration involving FPWA, Bank Street College of Education, and Child Care Inc., has 
helped 85 child care programs make the quality improvements necessary to successfully complete 
the accreditation process.6 

 In New York City, research shows a significant salary gap between early care teachers in 
“community-based” settings and their “school-based” counterparts, with community-based 
teachers earning an average salary of $36,000 compared to nearly $63,000 for school-based 
teachers.7 
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