BENITA MILLER

Benita Miller is the current Executive Director of Brooklyn Kindergarten
Society. Miller recently served as the Executive Director of the NYC
Children’s Cabinet in the Office of the Mayor and was also Deputy
Commissioner of the Division of Family Permanency Services in the
Administration for Children’s Services. While at the Mayor’s Office, she
led the city’s effort to improve services for children and families impacted
by incarceration and also launched the Unity Project. She also secured
federal funding to improve service delivery to young parents and their
children.
At ACS, she led initiatives and operations related to ensuring the safety,
wellbeing and permanency of all children receiving foster care services as
well as caseload reductions and trauma assessment tools in family foster
care. Miller developed the Housing Academy Collaborative to better
prepare youth transitioning from foster care to supportive housing and
NYCHA residences. She also strengthened services being provided to
expectant and parenting youth and secured support from the Center for
the Study of Social Policy to develop policies and programming for young
fathers who are in foster care.
She created the Office of Older Youth Services and Residential Care
Monitoring and oversaw the third phase of residential care reduction for
ACS and also facilitated the co-location of ACS staff at Riker’s Island to
ensure that youth who are in foster care were being appropriately served
while awaiting the disposition of criminal matters. Miller also developed
the Case Monitoring and Compliance Unit to enhance safety and risk
assessments of children and youth being reunified with their families.
Before joining ACS, Miller served as Director of Scholarships at the
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, where among other
responsibilities she implemented programs for undergraduate and law
student scholars. Benita is the founder and former executive director of
the Brooklyn Young Mother’s Collective and previously represented
children and young people in child protective, delinquency, and PINS
proceedings in Brooklyn Family Court as a staff lawyer with the Legal Aid
Society.
Miller earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Print Journalism from Wayne
State University where she was a Rosa Parks Scholar at The Detroit
News, and a law degree from Syracuse University.

